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U N I T  2  ·  L E S S O N  2     ANSWER KEY 

Good questions, good data 

What makes a survey question useful? 

A I M S  
How confident are you now? Circle one face for 
each aim at the end of the lesson. 
Content Judge and improve 
survey questions.     

Language Classify questions 
and use “because” to say 
why. 

    

Skills Give a reason for your 
choice.     
 

 

 
Read: Four checks for a useful question 

Read the four checks and the examples. You will use them to judge questions on the next page. 

1  SPECIFIC 
Clear topic and exact words. 

✗  Do you like sport? 

✓  Which sport do you play most often? 

2  NEUTRAL 
No pushing to one answer. 

✗  Don’t you agree it is too long? 

✓  Is the school day too short, about right or 
too long? 

3  ANSWERABLE 
Everyone can answer it. 

✗  What does everyone in the world think? 

✓  What do the students in our class think? 

4  APPROPRIATE 
Right for the situation. Not private. 

✗  How much money does your family have? 

✓  Which lunch do you usually have? 

Key idea: pass all four checks = useful.  Fail a check = needs improving.  

K E Y  L A N G U A G E   Use these to judge, compare and explain. 

E X P L A I N  A  G O O D  F E A T U R E  
This question is specific because… 

E X P L A I N  A  W E A K  Q U E S T I O N  
This question needs improving because… 

C O M P A R E  T W O  Q U E S T I O N S  
Question A is more useful than B because… 

C H O O S E  T H E  S T R O N G E S T  
The best question is… because it is… 
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Write: Judge the questions 

Read each question. Circle the happy face if it is useful or the sad face if it needs improving. Then write 
the reason. 
Teacher: Reasons may vary. Accept any accurate check. 

#  Q U E S T I O N  C I R C LE  
O N E  R E A S O N  

1 
Which after-school club do you want 
to join? 
art · chess · football · drama · none 

Useful It passes all four checks. 

2 Do you like school? Needs 
improving It is not specific. 

3 
How many minutes does it take you to 
get to school? 
0–10 · 11–20 · 21–30 · more than 30 

Useful It passes all four checks. 

4 Don’t you think the cafeteria food is 
terrible? 

Needs 
improving It is not neutral. 

5 
How many days a week do you do 
sport outside lessons? 
0 · 1–2 · 3–4 · 5–7 

Useful It passes all four checks. 

6 What do students in the world think 
about homework? 

Needs 
improving It is not answerable. 

7 How often do you read for fun? 
often · sometimes · never 

Needs 
improving The options are not clear. 

8 How much money does your family 
earn? 

Needs 
improving It is not appropriate. It is private. 

9 
On which day do you have the most 
homework? 
Mon · Tue · Wed · Thu · Fri 

Useful It passes all four checks. 

10 How do you usually travel to school? 
walk · bike · bus · car · other Useful It passes all four checks. 
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Write: Rewrite weak questions 

Task 1: Choose two weak questions from your judging table. Write each one and name the problem. 
Then write a better question and explain with “because”. 
Teacher: Students’ own answers are possible. Suggested answers are shown for questions 2 and 4 (also 7). 
 

Q U E S T I O N  1  

Suggested answers: Question 2: Do you like school? 

The problem is that it is not specific. 

My new question: Which school subject do you enjoy most: maths, science, English, art, 
PE or other? 

My new question is more specific because it names a topic and gives clear options. 
 

Q U E S T I O N  2  

Suggested answers: Question 4: Don’t you think the cafeteria food is terrible? 

The problem is that it is not neutral. 

My new question: What do you think of the cafeteria food: good, OK or bad? 

My new question is more neutral because all answers are possible. 

S t r e t c h   Choose another weak question.  

 
Check: Choose better options 

Task 2: Read the question and the two sets of options. Choose the better set and say why. 
Teacher: Accept any reason that is clear: options do not overlap and cover every answer. 

How often do you read for fun? 
 

O P T I O N S  X  
often · sometimes · never 

O P T I O N S  Y  
0 days a week · 1–2 days · 3–4 days · 5–7 days 

 

Suggested answer: Options Y are better because they are clear, they do not overlap and they cover 
every answer. 
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Read: A model survey question 

Read the model template. You will fill in a template like this for your own question. 

T OP IC  homework 

QU E ST IO N  How many minutes do you spend on homework each evening? 

OP T I ON S  0–15  ·  16–30  ·  31–45  ·  more than 45 

D AT A  Students in each time group → bar chart 

WH Y IS  I T  US E FU L?  This question is specific because it asks about minutes. It is appropriate 
because it is about school. The data would show how long students work. 

 

 
Think: Ideas for your question 

Think of some survey questions for Year 7 students. Use the stems to help you. Do not worry about the 
checks yet. 
Teacher: Students’ own answers are possible. 

Suggested answers: How often do you eat in the cafeteria? 

How many hours do you sleep on a school night? 

Which sport do you play most often? 

What do you think of the length of break time?  

 
Remember: Key words 

Read the key words and their meanings. Write each word in your own language. 
Teacher: The last column is for learners’ own language. 

 M E A N I N G  I N  M Y  L A N G U A G E  

classify 
put things into groups, for example useful or needs 
improving 

 

specific exact and clear, with a clear topic  

neutral does not push you to one answer  

appropriate right for the situation and not private  

useful gives data we can use to answer a question  

data facts and numbers that people collect  
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Independent task 
Design one Year 7 survey question and explain why it is useful. 

 
Teacher: Students’ own answers are possible. Suggested answers show one possible template. 

1  Choose a topic   school food · homework · sleep · travel · clubs · free time 

Suggested answer: sleep 

2  Write your question and options   Use the four checks. 

Suggested answers: My question is: How many hours do you usually sleep on a school night? 

Options: less than 6 · 6–7 · 8–9 · more than 9 

3  Explain the data   Which data? Which display? 

Suggested answer: The data would show how many hours students sleep. I would show it in a bar 
chart. 

4  Say why it is useful   Who could use it? 

Suggested answer: It would be useful because it is specific and appropriate, and the school could 
use the data to plan the day. 

5  Check it   Tick when your question passes. 

☐  specific ☐  neutral ☐  answerable ☐  appropriate 
 

S T R E T C H   Write a second version. Which is better, and why? 

Suggested answer: Answers vary. Accept a reason that uses the four checks. 
 

P A R T N E R  C H E C K   Swap pages. Answer your partner’s question. Then judge it. 

Suggested answer: This question would give useful data because it is specific, neutral, 
answerable and appropriate. 

 


